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In preparation for the public consultation, conducted by Statkraft Ireland, a Community 
Liaison Strategy (CLS) was developed by the Community Engagement Team. The CLS involved 
desk research on the local area including research on the 2022 Census figures and the County 
and Local Development Plans. This research was undertaken in order to gain an understanding 
of the local heritage, people and business environment. The CLS is based on the ‘Code of 
Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community Engagement’ and 
the Aarhus Convention.   
 
A Statkraft Community Liaison Officer (CLO) was appointed for the project in August 2023 to 
act as the main point of contact to the local community. The appointment of a dedicated CLO 
was crucial to ensure effective communication and foster trust between Statkraft Ireland and 
the local residents. 
 

Public consultation for the project comprised of two rounds of engagement where the CLO 
and a member of the Community Liaison Team called to households in the local area. The 
intention of the visits to households was for the CLO and the Community Liaison Team to 
introduce themselves and Statkraft Ireland to the individuals locally, to establish a line of 
dialogue with local residents, informing them of the acquisition of the existing wind farm by 
Statkraft Ireland and outlining the details of the Lifetime Extension (LTE) proposal. 
 
The first round of engagement was conducted in June 2024 and comprised of door-to-door 
engagement with residents living around the 1km radius of the Taurbeg Wind Farm. A 
dedicated project booklet and an introductory booklet to Statkraft Ireland were provided to 
residents during this round of consultation. A project-specific website 
(www.taurbegwindfarm.ie) was also established.  
 
The second consultation round was conducted in May 2025 and consisted of further door-to-
door engagement and a letter drop to residents living around the 1km radius of the Taurbeg 
Wind Farm. The intention of this round of consultation was to provide further details on the 
Proposed LTE and the extension of the LTE from 9 years to 10 years which was previously 
presented, informing residents of the upcoming planning application submission date, details 
on how to access the planning application documents online once submitted and to gain 
further feedback from the local community. 
 
During the consultation with the local community contact details in the form of a contact 
phone number and email address for enquiries were distributed. A contact and feedback 
facility are also included on the project website.  
 
The project website displays up to date information on the Proposed LTE. While the initial aim 
of the project website is to provide context for the project, develop a greater understanding 
on the need for renewable energy development, provide project information and advice on 
the consultation approach, the Project Website will evolve with the project to provide a source 
of updated information as the project progresses.  
 
Feedback from the consultation rounds were passed on to the Project Team. Where areas of 
concern or interest were expressed, every effort was made to not only provide accurate 
information but also to guide the individuals concerned towards sources of accurate 
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information to assist them in the process of informing themselves. The main issues and queries 
that arose during the consultation with the local community included the LTE proposal and 
planning application, the Community Benefit Fund, the potential for noise impacts and battery 
storage (which does not form part of the proposal). Follow-up phone calls on topics were 
undertaken where required. 
 
Over the course of engagement with the local community/individuals and community groups 
feedback was actively sought on the Community Benefit Fund. The Community Benefit Fund 
is currently €23,000 per year and will increase by 2% annually over the 10-year lifetime 
extension period which will amount to approximately €290,000. Community groups in the 
vicinity of the project were also contacted to inform them of the project acquisition by 
Statkraft Ireland, details of the LTE proposal and to make assurances that Community Benefit 
funding would be continued and increased where a grant of planning permission for the LTE is 
secured.  
 
Rockchapel village contains a national school, community centre and GAA club – all of which 
have benefited from the Taurbeg Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund over the last 20 years 
of operation. Over the 20-year period the fund has provided the following: 
 

• Assisted in the creation of a creche/playground in Rockchapel village; 

• Provided funding to the local GAA Club; 

• Provided funding for maintenance and improvements to the Taur church; 

• Assisted with renovation works at the old Glash school which became a community 
centre; and 

• Provided funding for improvements to the Rockchapel National School and the 
Knocknaclarig National School. 

 
The wind farm was also previously opened to a number of school groups from surrounding 
settlements and villages. This was part of commitments made in the original planning 
application for the wind farm. 
 
Statkraft facilitated an initiative with Wind Energy Ireland on the 28th November 2024, where 
students from Rockchapel National School visited Taurbeg and were given a tour of the wind 
farm. Following this, a representative from the Statkraft Operations Team also visited 
Rockchapel National School giving a presentation on wind energy and how it contributes to 
the local community. There was positive engagement from the school on both occasions. 
There was also very positive feedback from the class and teacher about the wind farms in the 
area, and how they contribute to local initiatives. The project will continue to be used to inform 
how best we can educate school children on the benefits of wind energy. 
 
The approach to consultation with the community is to engage in an open, honest and 
transparent manner with the aim to not only provide clear and understandable information 
but also to gain feedback to understand the views of the local community. 
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